
Well, it’s 2005 and another year has begun.  First of all we would like to thank each and every one of you who have contributed to making 2004 a wonderful success for the Art for Healing Foundation.

No matter what the form of support, ie, donations of original art, financial contributions, services or supplies, we are most appreciative and none the less so for the many positive comments and for your encouraging feedback.  It inspires us to forge ahead.

We completed several installations throughout the second half of 2004 including the Art Therapy offices of the Gilman Pavilion of the Montreal Children’s Hospital.  We’d like to thank Sally Cooke, who worked along with us in the selection of the seven works of art that now grace the walls of the area in which patients undergo their therapy.  Sally was able to offer us her professional expertise in the selection process so that the art would act not only as visual stimulation, but also as a therapeutic tool in the work that she and her colleagues perform.

And as a result of this project, we were introduced to a Gilman Pavilion colleague of Sally’s, Vicki Tagalakis, who practices therapy with adolescents suffering with substance-abuse issues.  Vicki was also able to draw upon her professional background in order to select art that, again, would be not only visually stimulating, but useful as a therapeutic tool as well.            

2004 also marked our first ever installation in the Montreal General Hospital. Working in co-operation with Dr. Barry Stein of the Colon & Rectal Surgery Department, nine works of art were installed throughout the department. The finished product resulted in transforming a newly renovated area of the Montreal General into a much more patient friendly space that also included art in the examination rooms that we hope will allow patients a form of much needed distraction.

As a result of a generous donation from Howard Greenspoon and his family in memory of his late brother Ronnie, we are most proud to announce the first two galleries dedicated to two of Canada’s most prominent artists of the 20th century.  In October, in the presence of the Greenspoon family and their friends, we inaugurated the Emily Carr and Lawren Harris galleries, located on the ground floor of the Montreal Children’s Hospital.  Each gallery consists of four prints by each artist along with their biography.  Mr. Harris, a member of the Group of Seven, played an instrumental role in the career of Ms. Carr so we felt it appropriate that the works were hung across from each other in order to underline the importance of their relationship. 

The latter half of 2004 also saw four major donations of original art that we would like to make a special acknowledgement for. 

The first came in the form of a wonderful donation of many original works by the artist Evelyn Gold.  Six of the works, a series of interpretations of a rather unusual one of a kind toy, were selected and will be hung in the Oncology Ward of the Montreal Children’s Hospital later this year when the current renovations are completed.  Mrs. Gold’s husband, Dr. Phil Gold, is recognized as one of Canada’s foremost specialists in the field of Oncology and so the donation carries a particular affinity with the Oncology Ward that marries together, in a rather unique manner, the dedicated efforts of this wonderful couple. 

The second came from Mrs. Rebecca Duchow who, as an artist herself, donated nine of her own works.  Mrs. Duchow’s personal story is one that begins as a young girl in Poland and includes many interesting twists and turns, not the least of which was the debut of her career at the age of sixty. 

The third donation came from Mrs. Nancy Pencer, two wonderful original works by the Quebec born artist Marcel Barbeau.  Mr. Barbeau, originally from Montreal, was a member of the group of painters known as the “Automatistes”, a group begun by Paul-Emile Borduas in 1946 and so we are honored by this wonderfully generous donation.  Mrs. Pencer and her late husband, Gerry Pencer are co-founders of the Gerry & Nancy Pencer Brain Trust at the Princess Margaret Hospital in Toronto and Mrs. Pencer continues, with the assistance of her two daughters, to administrate the Trust.  As art collectors themselves, Gerry & Nancy always understood the intuitive power of art and we are most appreciative of her commitment to the Art for Healing Foundation.  

The fourth donation came from the family of the artist, the late Norman Leibovitch and we would like to thank Charles Leibovitch, in particular, for acting on behalf of his family.  The donation is of twenty original works including landscape, animal and human figurative themes. The inauguration of the Norman and Pearl Leibovitch Gallery, to honor both the artist and his late wife, Pearl, who was instrumental in her husband’s career, will take place later this winter at the Montreal Children’s Hospital. 

In addition to Mrs. Gold, Mrs. Duchow, the Leibovitch family and Mrs. Pencer, we would also like to thank the following individuals for their donations of original art, prints and reproductions.  Bonnie Brotman-Shore, Linda Laing, Stéphane Aquin, Curator of Contemporary Art - Musée des beaux-arts de Montréal, Jacques & Hélène Bellefeuille of the De Bellefeuille Gallery, James Baird of the James Baird Gallery, Marlene Pinck and Mr. & Mrs. Paul Azeff. 

Some other wonderful news to announce is the first, full time volunteer of the Art for Healing Foundation.  In October of 2004, Bonnie Brotman-Shore joined the volunteer ranks of the Foundation.  Bonnie, an artist and writer herself, has joined the cause and has already jumped in, with both feet, in the efforts to continue the work of the Foundation.  Her artistic background, her writing skills and her abundant enthusiasm have already made a significant contribution to the Foundation’s work.

And last but certainly not least, our call for help in creating an expanded website (www.artforhealingfoundation.org) that was published in our last newsletter did not go unheeded.  We would like to thank Moses Mathur and Christine Caruso who answered the call. Moses is a graduate student in Computer Science who is now entering medical school and Christine is a graphic artist and together they have come up with a beautiful new look for the site.  Keep an eye out for it, the final details are being put together now and we hope to have it up and running sometime in the month of February.      

We’d also like to offer our thanks to our steadfast friends; Doris Fener at Ren-Wil Inc., Michael & Florence Millman at the West End Gallery and Marie-May Bernatchez for her wonderful translation efforts.  It goes without saying that we’d also like to thank all of the staff of the Montreal Children’s Hospital and the Montreal Children’s Hospital Foundation who assist us in the many ways necessary to help make our projects possible.  Their ongoing support has been unconditionally forthcoming and is, as usual, greatly appreciated.   

We hope to have expressed our thanks to everyone who has contributed to the Foundation but with so much going on, please forgive us if we have neglected to mention you.

So on to a New Year that we hope will bring much progress in the work of the Foundation.  May you all be blessed with good health, love of friends & family and a year of peace in the world.   

Yours sincerely,

Earl Pinchuk 




Gary Blair
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